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We recently submitted an appeal to Schools and Libraries Division from a Form 486 Notification Letter 
dated 10/02/2002 for funding year 2001: 07/01/2001-06/30/2002. The SLD did not consider our appeal 
citing that FCC rules did not permit SLD to consider the appeal because it was received more than 60 
days after the date of the Form 486 Notification Letter. 

Please accept this as our appeal from that decision. The Form 486 Notification Letter dated 10/02/2002 
from SLD was to inform us that the SLD had changed our service start dates because we had not met the 
1 20-day 486 deadline. The individual filing our E-rate documents mistakenly understood that this Form 
486 Notification Letter dated 10/02/2002 was not something we could appeal since the explanation of the 
service date change was that we had missed the 120-day 486 deadline. We have since found that we 
could have appealed the service date change. 

We feel that our missing the 60-day deadline in appealing the 10/02/2002 letter is a case of excusable 
neglect. The District was without a staff attorney, which was an extraordinary circumstance attributable to 
family illness. and we did not have the benefit of legal advice as to appeal rights or, for that matter, 
whether an appeal was even necessary in light of our understanding of the situation. 

Attached is a copy of our Letter of Appeal dated May 15, 2003, to the Schools and Libraries Division. We 
respectfully request that this appeal be considered even though it was submitted past the 60-day window 
of the Form 486 Notification Letter dated 10/02/2002 due to our excusable neglect. 

Chief Technology Officer 
School Board of Alachua County 
620 East University Avenue 
Gainesville. FL 32601 -5498 
Work: 352.955.7500, ext. 243 
Fax: 352.955.6700 
Email to: utlevif Q sbac.edu 

Attachments 
cc: Dr. Mary Chambers, Superintendent 

Mr. Keith Birkett, Deputy Superintendent 
Congressman Cliff Stearns 
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Universal Service Administrative Company 

Schools & Libraries Division 

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal 
May 22,2003 

Jim Utley 
School Board of  Alachua County 
620 East University Avenue 
Gainesville. FL 32601 

Re: Application Number: 266209 
Funding Year: 2001-2002 
Date of Issuance of 486 
Notification Letter: 10/02/2002 
Date Appeal Received: 051 I9/2003 

Our records show that your appeal was received more than 60 days after the date your 
Form 486 Notification Letter was issued (see dates above). The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) tules require applicants to submit appeals so USACISLD reccives 
them within 60 days of the date that the relevant Funding Commitment Decision Letter 
was issued. (See “Appeals Procedure” at 
http:i.’www.sl.univcrsalservice.orglreferenceiAppzalsProcedurcYR4~ ~~~ The FCC rules 
do not permit the SLD to consider your appeal. If you wish to continue this process, you 
may submit a new appeal via the United States Postal Service, stating the impedimcnt to 
your tiling your appeal within the original time, to the FCC at the following address: 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

If you are submitting your appeal to the FCC by means other than the United Slaies 
Postal Service, check the SLD web site for more information. Please reference CC 
Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on the first page of your appeal. The FCC must 
RECEIVE your appeal WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS 
LETTER for your appeal to be considered filed in a timely fashion. Further 
information and new options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be found in 
the  “Appeals Procedure” posted in the Reference Area of the SLD web site, 
www.sl.universalservice.org,or by contacting the Client Service Bureau at 1-(888)-203- 
8100. 

Schools and Librm.es Division 
Universal Services Administrative Company 

Box I 2 5   corr respondence Unlt .  80 South Jeflcrson Road, Wt~ppany. New Jersey 079x1 
VlSll us online at hHp Nmyw 51 universalservrce o,g 
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Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libraries Division 
Box 125 -Correspondence Unit 
80 South Jefferson Road 
Whippany. NJ 07891 

We would like to appeal the change in service dates in the Form 486 Notification Letter dated 
October 2, 2002, we received for funding year 2001: 07/01/2001 - 06/30/2002. 

Four of our start dates were revised from 07/01/2001 to 05/07/2002 with the date change 
explanation given as: 120-DAY 486 DEADLINE. Two of our FRN's were not even listed on the 
Form 486 Notification Letter. FRN's 732221 and 732222 were not listed at all. This adjusted 
our approved funding total from $287.577.37 down to $34,128.47. 

Here is the chronology of events given to me by John Warne, who did our E-rate for Yr. 4, 2001- 
2002: 

0 The Form 470 was filed online and posted to the SLD website on 10/18/2000. 

6 The Form 471 was filed after the 470 posting was closed around the end of January 
2001. 

-3 We received our Form 471 Receipt Acknowledgment Letter dated 12/04/2001 

0 We received our Funding Commitment Decision Letter on 01/25/2002. This was for 
Funding Year 4: 07/01/2001 - 06/30/2002. 

This Funding Commitment Decision Letter did have two paragraphs on page 2 pertaining to 
when our 486 must be filed by. Neither paragraph pertained to us since our service start dates 
were 07/01/2001 and we received our commitment letter after the service start dates and after 
the 120-day window from 07/01/2001. 

That wording in more recent E-rate commitment letters has been changed to clearly specify 
when the 120-day window for filing the Form 486 starts and ends if you receive your 
commitment letter after the start of your service. 

We did not realize that the 120day window started on the date of the Funding Commitment 
Letter since we had already started our service before the date of the letter. We missed filing 
our Form 486 before the end of that 120day window. When we did file the Form 486. we 
received a Form 486 notification letter telling us we had missed the Form 486 window and 
would only receive partial funding of the original approved amount. SLD changed our service 
dates from 07/01/2001 to 05/01/2002 reducing us to 60 days of service. 



Schools and Libraries Division 
May 15,2003 
Page 2 

Please consider the following extenuating circumstances: The person responsible for filing our 
year 4 E-rate had recently undergone surgery and chemotherapy for colon cancer. Although 
the treatments appeared successful, I'm certain that these factors had an effect on his work 
ability. He had successfully filed our year 2 and year 3 E-rate and clearly understood the 
importance of the deadlines. When the year 4 Funding Decision Letter arrived in early February 
2001, we were in the middle of deadlines for our year 5 E-rate. Please take this into 
consideration as you consider our appeal. 

We hope you understand why the 120-day window for filing the Form 486 was not clear to us, 
which led us to miss this critical window in our filing of our Form 486. 

We request that the service start dates be revised back to the original 07/01/2001 date and the 
discounts be recalculated to reflect the full amount approved less the amount already disbursed. 

Your consideration of our request will be appreciated. I have attached copies of our Year 4 
Funding Commitment Decision Letter and our Form 486 Notification Letter. 

Jim Utley 
Chief Technology Officer. duly authorized 
School Board of Alachua County 
620 East University Avenue 
Gainesville. FL 32601-5498 
work: 352.955.7500, ext. 243 
Fax: 352.955.6700 
email to: utleyif@sbac.edu 

Attachments 
cc: Dr. Mary Chambers, SuDerintendent 

Mr. Keith Birkett. Deputy Superintendent 

mailto:utleyif@sbac.edu


Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

CORM 486 NOTIFICATION L m X t  
( h n d i n g  Year 2001: 07/01/2001 - 06/30/2002) 

October 2, 2002 

A L A Q N A  COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
JOHN WARNE 
3700-8 NE 53RD AVENUE 
CAINESVILLE, FL 32609 

Re: Fora 486 Application lumber: 191458 
Applicant's Form 486 I d e n t i f i e r :  SEW-486-0 

This l e t t e r  is t o  n o t i f y  you t h a t  t h e  Schools and Librar ies  Division (SLD) of the  
Universal Service Administrative Company has received and accepted an FCC Form 486 
(Receipt of Service Confirmation Form) from you. This n o t i f i c a t i o n  is  t o  confirm 
the  information t h a t  you provided. This information is being shared with the serv ice  
provider whose SPIN you i d e n t i f i e d  on the a f fec ted  Funding Request Number(s) (FRN). 

NOTICE ON SERVICE START DATE 

There may be some s i t u a t i o n s  where one o r  more Service S t a r t  Dates a s  re f lec ted  on this 
l e t t e r  have been changed from what you indicated on the  Form 486. 
by the  SLD t o  be i n  compliance with program r u l e s .  
made i f  there  i s  an a s t e r i s k  nex t  t o  the  Service S t a r t  Date. If t h e  S I 9  changed the 
Service S t a r t  Date, t h a t  may have t r iggered  a reduction i n  the  funding commitment 
i f  the  change of Service S t a r t  Date reduced t h e  number of months f o r  which discounts 
on recurr ing services  could be provided. Whatever Service S t a r t  Date and funding 
commitment amount a r e  listed, it is  important t h a t  you and t h e  Service Provider both 
recognize t h a t  the SLD should be invoiced and the SLD may d i r e c t  disbursement of the 
discounts  only on e l i g i b l e ,  approved services  a c t u a l l y  de l ivered  and i n s t a l l e d  on o r  
a f t e r  the  Service S t a r t  Date indicated on t h i s  l e t t e r .  

Such changes a r e  made 
You w i l l  know t h a t  a change has been 

TO APPEAL THE SERVICE START DATE/FUNDINC COMMITMENT CHANCE DECISION 

If you wish t o  appeal the Service S t a r t  Date change(s) and/or funding commitment 
adjustment(s) indicated i n  this l e t t e r ,  your appeal must be RECEIVED BY THE SCHOOLS 
AND LIBRARIES D I V I S I O N  (SLD) W I T H I N  60 DAYS OF THE DATE ON THIS LETTER. Fai lure  t o  
meet this requirement w i l l  r e s u l t  in automatic d i smissa l  of your appeal.  
In  your l e t t e r  of appeal:  

1. Include the name, address ,  telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address ( i f  
ava i lab le)  f o r  the person who can most r e a d i l y  d iscuss  this appeal w i t h  us. 

2.  S t a t e  ou t r igh t  t h a t  your l e t t e r  i s  an appeal.  I d e n t i f y  which FRN Service S t a r t  Date 
change o r  Funding Commitment adjustment you a r e  appealing. 
funding year and t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  Form 486 Not i f ica t ion  L e t t e r .  

Ind ica te  the relevant  
Your l e t t e r  of 

Box 125 ~ Correspondence Unit. 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany. New Jersey, 07981 
Visit us online at: hrrp. . w ~ ~ l . w r i v e r s a l s e w i c e . o r g  



a peal  must a l s o  include t h e  re levant  Fundin 

3. Please keep your l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p o l n t ,  and provide documentation t o  support your 
appeal. Be sure  t o  keep copies of your correspondence and documentation. 

4 .  Provide an authorized s igna ture  on your l e t t e r  of appeal. 

If you are submitting your appeal on paper, please send 

80 South Jefferson Road, Whimanv. N J  07981. Additional oDtions f o r  f i l i n a  an a m e a l  

Request Nunber(s), the  appl icant  name, 
8 e  Form 471 Application Number, and the  B i l  s ed E n t i t y  Number from your Form 486. 

our appeal to :  
L e t t e r  of Appeal, Schools and Librar ies  Division, Box 12 s - Correspondence Uni t ,  

can be found UI the  "Appeals-bro;edure" posted 111 the  Refekence Area of thg SLD ;'eb s i t e  
<www.sl.universalservlce.org, o r  by c a l l i n g  the Client  Service Bureau a t  1-888-203-8100. 

While we encourage you t o  resolve your appeal with the SLD f i r s t ,  you have the option 
of f i l i n g  an appeal d i r e c t l y  with t h e  Federal Communications Commission ( F C C ) .  You 
should r e f e r  t o  CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on the  f i r s t  page of your appeal t o  the  
FCC. Your appeal must be RECEIVED BY THE FCC W I T H I N  60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS 
LETTER. Fa i lure  t o  meet t h i s  requirement w i l l  r e s u l t  in automatic dismissal  of your 
appeal. Further information and options f o r  f i l i n g  an appeal d i r e c t l y  with the  FCC can 
be found in  the  "Appeals Procedure' posted in t h e  Reference Area of the  SLD web s i t e  o r  
by c a l l i n g  the Cl ien t  Service Bureau. We strongly recommend t h a t  you use the  e l e c t r o n i c  
f i l i n g  options because of continued s u b s t a n t i a l  delays in mail del ivery t o  the  FCC. 
If you a r e  submitting your appeal v i a  United S t a t e s  Postal  Service, send t o :  
FCC, Office of the  Secretary,  4 4 5  12th S t r e e t  SW, Washington, DC 20554. 

NOTICE ON CIPA COMPLIANCE FOR FUNDING YEAR 2002 AND FUTURE FUNDING YEARS 

Although your Form 486 has been f u l l y  d a t a  entered, the  SLD w i l l  continue t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
the  CIPA compliance s t a t u s  of each of the  e n t i t i e s  represented on each FELN l i s t e d .  If 
the  SLD discovers t h a t  t h e  reported CIPA compliance s t a t u s  f o r  an e n t i t y  i s  not  v a l i d ,  
based on what was reported on your Forms 486 from p r i o r  Funding Years, there  i s  a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  invoices w i l l  be denied f o r  services  being del ivered t o  the  a f fec ted  
e n t i t i e s .  

NOTICE ON I N V O I C I N G  

INVOICING DEADLINES: After  a Form 486 has been properly f i l e d ,  the  SLD must receive an 
invoice from e i t h e r  the  appl icant  o r  the  serv ice  provider i n  order t o  make payments f o r  
approved discounts  on e l i g i b l e  s e r v i c e s .  Form 472, Billed Ent i ty  Applicant Reimbursemen: 
(BEAR) Form, i s  f i l e d  by t h e  appl icant ;  Form 474, Service Provider Invoice Form, is file1 
by the  serv ice  provider.  
a f t e r  the  l a s t  d a t e  t o  rece ive  serv ice  o r  120 calendar days a f t e r  the d a t e  of t h i s  Form 
486 Not i f ica t ion  Let te r ,  whichever is l a t e r .  If an invoice i s  postmarked a f t e r  t h e  l a t e :  
of those two d a t e s ,  payment w i l l  be denied. 

Please note t h a t  the  SLD encourages serv ice  providers t o  work with t h e i r  customers 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  whether discounts  w i l l  appear on b i l l s  o r  whether customers p r e f e r  a 
reimbursement process.  
(BEAR) o r  discounts  based on Form 474 (SPIF)  f o r  a given FRN. 
however, the se lec ted  process - SPIFs o r  BEARS - must  be used cons is ten t ly  f o r  t h e  
e n t i r e  Funding Year. 

NOTE: The SLD w i l l  base t h e  b i l l i n g  mode (reimbursement o r  discounting) on the  first 
invoice type t h a t  it processes f o r  payment. 
provider and the  customer t o  e s t a b l i s h  together the preferred invoicing mode. 

REVIEW OF INVOICES FOR COMPLIANCE WITH PROGRAM RULES 
Once an invoice i s  i n  t h e  SLD system, it i s  reviewed ( e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  and, i n  some cases ,  
manually) f o r  compliance with program r u l e s .  
providers who submit SPIFs may be contacted by our Program I n t e g r i t y  Assurance team t o  
provide information i n  support  of the  invoice.  

Invoices must be postmarked no l a t e r  than 120 calendar days 

The SLD w i l l  process e i t h e r  reimbursements based on Form 472 
Once es tab l i shed ,  

I t  i s  therefore  imperative f o r  t h e  serv ice  

Applicants who submit BEARS o r  serv ice  

Applicant Form 486/Schools and Librar ies  Division/USAC Page 2 of 4 10/02/2002 
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EXPLANATION OF INFORMATION PROVIDED I N  THE FORN 486 NOTIFICATION LETTER 

On the  following pages i s  a l i s t  of FRNs f o r  which you have n o t i f i e d  us of a Service 
S t a r t  Date. To h e l p  you understand this l ist ,  t h e  following d e f i n i t i o n s  are provided. 
Most of these a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  the  d e f i n i t i o n s  t h a t  were included in the Funding 
Commitment Decision Let te rs  (FCDL) s e n t  t o  you e a r l i e r .  

Fundin Request Number (FRN): A Funding Request Number is a s s i  ed by the SLD t o  each 
Block 2 of your Form 471 once an appl ica t ion  has been p r o c e s s e r  This number i s  used 
t o  report  t o  appl icants  and serv ice  providers the  s t a t u s  of individual  discount  funding 
requests  submitted on a Form 471. 

Form 471 Application Number: A unique i d e n t i f i e r  assigned t o  a Form 471 appl ica t ion  by 
the  SLD from Block 1 of t h e  Forn 471. 

Service Provider Name: The name of the  serv ice  provider t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  a s  providing 
the serv ice  included in t h i s  FRN. 

Service Provider I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Number: The unique number assigned by USAC t o  the  s e r v i c  
provider you i d e n t i f i e d  a s  providing t h e  serv ice  included in this FRN. 

Bil l ing  Account Number: The account number t h a t  you have es tab l i shed  with your serv ice  
provider f o r  b i l l i n g  purposes. 
was provided on t h e  Form 471. 

Service S t a r t  Date: The Service S t a r t  Date (SSD) a s  indicated on the  Form 486. If this 
da te  i s  marked w i t h  an a s t e r i s k ,  it was changed by t h e  SLD t o  be in compliance with 
program r u l e s  and an explanation f o r  t h e  change has been provided. This d a t e  a s  shown 
i s  cont ro l l ing  and USAC w i l l  not  reimburse discounts  on services del ivered p r i o r  t o  
t h i s  da te .  

Service S t a r t  Date Change Explanation (SHOWN ONLY IF RELEVANT): I f  the  Service S t a r t  
Date i s  marked w i t h  an a s t e r i s k ,  this f i e l d  w i l l  explain why t h e  SLD changed the  d a t e .  
One of the  following explanations may appear: 

This will be present  only i f  a B i l l i n g  Account Number 

AVSCD: The Service S t a r t  Date may not  be before the  Allowable Vendor Selection/Contrac 
Date lAVSCDl from the Form 470 c i t e d  f o r  this FRN on t h e  Form 471. I f  YOU indicated 
an eaGlier SSD on t h e  Form 486, the  SLD changed the SSD t o  t h e  AVSCD. 

120-DAY 486 DEADLINE: Forms 486 must be postmarked no l a t e r  than 120 days a f t e r  t h e  
s t a r t  of se rv ices  o r  no l a t e r  than 120 days a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  of the  Fundin 

l a t e r  of those two da tes ,  the SLD changed the  SSD t o  the  d a t e  120 days before  t h e  
Form 486 postmark. That d a t e  w i l l  become the  s t a r t  d a t e  f o r  discounted serv ices .  
You a r e  advised t o  keep proof of the  d a t e  of mailing of your form(s).  

- 

Commitment 
Decision L e t t e r  (FCDL), whichever i s  l a t e r .  I f  t h e  Form 486 i s  postmarke 1 a f t e r  t h e  

Adjusted Funding Commitment (SHOWN ONLY IF RELEVANT): If t h e  SLD changed the Service 
S t a r t  Date, t h a t  may have t r iggered a reduction i n  the  funding commitment i f  t h e  change 
of SSD reduced t h e  number of months f o r  which discounts  on recurr ing serv ices  could be 
provided. This f i e l d  w i l l  only appear i f  there  i s  a reduction t o  the  funding commitment 
amount. 

Applicant Form 486/Schools and Librar ies  Division/USAC Page 3 of 4 10/02/2002 



FORM 486 NOTIFICATION LETTER FUNDING COMMITMENT SYNOPSIS 
(Funding Year 2001) 

Funding Request Number: 673710 
Form 471 Application Number: 266209 
Service Provider Name: Bellsouth Telecommunications, Inc. 
Service Provider Identification Number: 143004824 
Billing Account Number: 352 955-2999 
Service Start Date: 05/07/2002* 
Service Start Date Change Explanation: 120-DAY 486 DEADLINE 
Adjusted Funding Commitment: $15,695.76 

Form 471 Application Number: 266209 
Service Provider Name: BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 
Service Provider Identification Number: 143004824 
Billing Account Number: 352 495-2111 
Service Start Date: 05/07/2002* 
Service Start Date Change Explanation: 120-DAY 486 DEADLINE 
Adjusted Funding Commitment: $279.77 

Fundin Request Number: 673718 
Porn 4 s 1 Application Number: 266209 
Service Provider Name: ALLTEL Communications, Inc. 
Service Provider Identification Number: 143008900 
Billing Account Number: N/A 
Service Start Date: 05/07/2002* 
Service Start Date Change Explanation: 120-DAY 486 DEADLINE 
Adjusted Funding Commitment: $2,620.94 

J 

4unding Request Number: 673716 

[Funding Request Number: 673722 
Form 471 Application Number: 266209 
Service Provider Name: City of Gainesville,Cainesville Regional Utility dba GRUCOM 
Service Provider Identification Number: 143009799 
Billing Account Number: 00016318-01-3 
Service Start Date: 05/07/2002* 
Service Start Date Change Explanation: 120-DAY 486 DEADLINE 
Adjusted Funding Commitment: $18,152.94 

Applicant Form 486/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 4 of 4 10/02/2002 



USAC Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

FUNDING COHHIMENT DECISION LETTER 
FEE-I  m 

(Funding Year 4: 07/01/2001 - 06/30/2002) 

January 25, 2002 

Re: torn 471 Application Nuaber: 266209 
h a d i n g  Year 4 :  47/91/2001 - 06/30/2002 
B i l l e d  Ent i ty  Number: 127655 

Thank 

advise you of our d e c i s i o n ( s ) .  

ou f o r  your 2001-2002 E-rate appl ica t ion  and f o r  a?y'ac.istance you provided 
throug f: out  our review. We have completed review of your Fom 4711 -Pis l e t t e r  i s  t o  

" D I N G  COMMITMENT REPORT 

l e t t e r ,  we have provided a Fundin Commitment Report f o r  
above. We have reviewed each !iscount Fundin? Request 

and have assigned a Funding Request Number (FRk c . 3  each 
Block 5 .  The enclosed repor t  includes a l i s t  of the  FRNs from your a p p l i c a t - c : .  The 
SLD is  a l s o  sending t h i s  information t o  your serv ice  provider(s)  so prepara t : ,xs  can 
be made t o  begin implementing your E-rate  d iscount (s )  upon the  f i l i ng  of your Form 486. 
Immediately preceding t h e  Fundmg Commitment Report, you w i l l  f i n d  a guide Ciir defines  
each l i n e  of t h e  Report. 

NEXT STEPS 

Once ou have reviewed t h i s  l e t t e r  and have determined t h a t  some o r  a l l  of your requests 

l e t t e r  w i l l  be t o  Hile an FCC Form 486 w i t h  t h e  SLD. 
have t: een funded, our next  s t e p  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  r e c e i p t  of discounts a s  feat1:r:l i n  this 

The Form 486 n o t i f i e s  +Fa: SLD t o  
ayment t o  our se rv ice  provider and rovides  c e r t i f i e d  ind ica t ion  t h a ~  ''our' 

begin techno E o w  p l a n ( s  T has been approved. The F orm 486 and i n s t r u c t i o n s  can be .:.:rid on the  
SLD w e b  iiti at'<irwu.s1.unive~~a1seTVice.o~> o r  you can call  the  SLD Clien t  se rv ice  
Bureau a t  1-888-203-8100 and ask t h a t  the form be sent t o  you. 
July 2001 i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  c o m e r ,  MUST be used f o r  Fundmg Year 4 and fo? :~n: previou: 
funding years .  
returned t o  you and w i l l  not  be a b l e  t o  be processed. 
should a l s o  contact your servics provider  t o  v e r i f y  they have received not ice  iron the  
SLD of your funding commitments. After  the SLD processes your Form 486, we .::: begin 
processin invoices from our s e r v i c e  provider (s )  so they can be reimbursed f.~'r 

On December 21, 2000, t h e  Children's I n t e r n e t  Protect ion Act was signed i n t o  Law.  That 
law w i l l  require schools and libraries tha t  receive Universal Service diacollr!*:: Cor 

The new Form 486, dated 

Subsequent submissions of e a r l i e r  versions of the Form 486 sill be 
A s  you complete Form 4 ? 5 ,  you 

d iscounte l  services  they fl ave provided you. 

~~ ~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ _ _  --- 
c e r t a i n  serCices t o  adopt an I n t e r n e t  s a f e t y  pol icy incorporating t h e  use of f i l t e r i n g  
o r  blocking technology on compLters w i t h  Internet access a s  a condition of receiving 
those discounts .  THE L A W  DOES NOT, HOWEVER, RE UIRE THIS TO BE I N  PLACE FOR +TNDINC 
YEAR 4. 
ACTIONS, INCLUDING NECESSARY PROCUREMENT PROCEDURk, TO PUT SUCH TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION 
MEASURES . I N  PLACE. 
Entities f i l i n g  Form(s) 486 may encounter one o r  more s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  i f f e c t  t h e i r  
f i l i n g  d e a d l i n e ( s ) .  

RECIPIENTS WILL HAVE T 3  CERTIFY, HOWM8R THAT THEY ARE UNDERTAKING :JCH 

For Funding Year 4 ( t h e  Funding Year beginning July 1, X,Ol), Bil led 

See the  requirements f o r  Funding Year 4 below and the  Fsrm 486 

Box 125 - Correspondence UNI. 80 Sourh Jefferson Road, Whippany. Uew Jersey. 07981 
Viir us online ac hrrp:. , wvw_rl.universafsewice.org 

http://wvw_rl.universafsewice.org


Ins t ruc t ions  f o r  more mformation on f i l i n g  deadlines t o  ensure t h a t  our discounts can 
a i d  r e t r o a c t i v e l y  t o  the  Service S t a r t  Date. You a r e  advised t o  i e e p  proof of the  

of mailing. 
I f  Funding Year 4 s e r v i c e s  s t a r t  on o r  before Sunday, October 28, 2001 and the d a t e  
of your Fundm 
be a i d  r e t r o a c t i v e l y  t o  the  Service S t a r t  Date. Fai lure  t o  meet t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

Commitment Decision Let te r  i s  before Sunday, October 26 2001, your 
Form 486 must % e postmarked on o r  before October 28, 2001 m order f o r  discounts t o  

deaz l ine  w i l l  r e s u l t  m reduced funding. 

If your services s t a r t  a f t e r  October 28, 2001, your Form 486 must be postmarked no 
l a t e r  t h a t  120 da s a f t e r  the  Service S t a r t  Date o r  120 days a f t e r  the  da te  of the 
Funding Commipnene Decision L e t t e r ,  whichever i s  l a t e r ,  i n  order f o r  discounts t o  be 
paid r e t r o a c t i v e 1  t o  the  Service S t a r t  Date. Fai lure  t o  meet this f i l i n g  deadline 

You may a l s o  check the  SLD web s i t e  a t  <www.sl.universalservice.org> o r  c a l l  the Cl ien t  
Service Bureau a t  1-888-203-8100 f o r  more information about how this new law might 
impact un iversa l  se rv ice  discounts  and any needed documentation f o r  Funding Year 4 
( Ju ly  1, 2001-June 30, 2002). 
TO APPEAL THESE FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISIONS 

w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  r e  t; uced funding. 

I f  you wish t o  ap ea1 the.Fundlng Commitment Decision s) 
(SID) a! *e SLD address below WIdIN 60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS LETTER. 
t o  meet t h i s  r e  uirement w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  automatic dismissal  of your appeal.  In your 

FCD indicated i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  

Fai lure  
your ap ea1 must E e made i n  w r i t i n  and RECEIVED BY d & l  E S HOO S AND LIBRARIES D I V I S I O N  

l e t t e r  of appea 9 : 
1. Include t h e  name, address ,  t e l e  hone number, fax number, and e-mail address 

( i f  a v a i l a b l e )  f o r  t h e  person w E o can most readi ly  discuss  t h i s  appeal with us. 

2 .  S t a t e  o u t r i g h t  t h a t  your l e t t e r  is an appeal.  
appealing. 
Decision L e t t e r .  Your l e t t e r  of a peal must a l s o  include the a l i c a n t  name, the  
L e t t e r .  

Ident i fy  which FCD Let te r  you a r e  
Indicate  the re levant  funding year  and the d a t e  of the  Funding Commitment 

Form 471 Application Number, and t f: e Billed Ent i ty  Number from K e top of your FCD 

3 .  Ident i fy  the  p a r t i c u l a r  Funding Request Number ( F R N )  M a t  i s  the subjec t  of your 
appeal.  When explaining,your  a peal ,  include the 
Fundin 
us t o  ?he exact words t h a t  g ive  r i s e  t o  our appeal, the  Sd w i l l  Ee ab le  o more 

copies of your correspondence and documentation. 

r e c i s e  language o r  t e x t  from the  r Commitment Decision Let f e r  t h a t  is a t  the  E e a r t  of our ap e a l .  B point ing 
readi ly  understand a n d . r e s  ond ap ropria  r e ly  t o  your appeal. 
t o  w e  p o i n t ,  and provide gocumen ! a t ion  t o  support your appeal.  

Please keep your l e t t e r  
Be sure  t o  keep 

4 .  Provide an authorized s igna ture  on your l e t t e r  of appeal.  

Please send your ap ea1 t o :  

options f o r  f i l i n g  an a ea1 can be found i n  the  "A peals  Proce&re" posted m the  

L e t t e r  of A p e a l ,  Schools and Librar ies  Division, 
Box 125 - Correspon g ence Unit ,  80 South 5 efferson Road, Whippan 
Reference Area of the  S tE web s i t e  <www.sl.universa P serv ice .org>.  

N J  07981. New 

W h r l r  U P  rnrourage you t o  resolve 
IL a peal  d i r e c t l  with &e Fezeral Communications Commission (FCC) : kCC, 
hr grrrptarv 

our a peal  with the  SLD f i r s t ,  you have the o t i o n  
M g - 1 P t h  S t r e e t  SW. Washington. DC 20554. I f  You are  

. . . .- - - .. - __ - _ - 
of f i l i n  a- 
Office 09 t.- ________-, ..- 
submitting your a pea l  t o  m e  FCC by other  than Unifed S ta tes  Postal  Sekvices, check 
the  SLD web s i t e  ! o r  more information. 
97-21 on the  f i r s t  pa e of 
and RECEIVED BY YE FZC a t  &e FCF address above W I T H I N  60 EAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON 
THIS LETTER. Fa i lure  t o  meet *is ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

our a pea l .  Purther , inform?tion and new options f o r  f i l i n  an appeal d i r e c t l  w i t h  
&e FCF can be found i n . t h e  'Appeals Procedure" posted i n  d e  Reference area oY the  
SLD web s i t e  <www.sl.universalservice.org>. 

~~~~~ ~ 

You should r e f e r  t o  CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and. 
our a pea l  t o  the FCC. Your ap ea1 must be made m w r i t i n  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~.~ ~~~~~~~ 

renuirement w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  automatic dismissal  of 
19 

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS A V A I L A B I L I T Y  

A p l i c a n t s '  recei  t of funding commitments is cont in  ent  on t h e i r  compliance with a l l  
f o r  schoois and l i b r a r i e s .  FCC Form 471 Applicants who have received funding commitment: 
continue t o  be subjec t  t o  a u d i t s  and other  reviews t h a t  SLD o r  the  Federal Communication: 
Commission may undertake per iodica l ly  t o  assure  t h a t  funds have been committed and a r e  
being used in.accordance with a l l  such r e  uirements. If the  SLD subsequently determines 
t h a t  i t s  commitment was erroneously i ssue  8 due t o  action o r  inac t ion ,  includmg but no t  

s e a t u t o r y  regulaeory,  ,and procedural requirements 09 the  universal  se rv ice  mechanlsms 
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limited t o  t h a t  by SLD, the Appljcant, o r  Seryice Provider, and t h a t  *e ac t ion  o r  
inac t ion  was n o t  m accordance with such r 
these  funding commitments and seek repa nenTof any,funds disgursed n o t  i n  accordance 
w i t h  such r e  uirements. 
t o  c o l l e c t  erroneously disbursed funds.  
a f fec ted  by t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds based on the  amount of funds c o l l e c t e d  from 
contr ibut ing telecommunications companies. 
We look forward t o  continuing our work w l t h  you on connecting our schools and l i b r a r i e s  
through advanced telecommunications services. 

Sincerely,  

irements, SLD ma be required t o  cancel 
The SLD, and o L er appropriate a u t h o r i t i e s  ( lncludlng but no t  

l imited t o  U B AC and the FCC), may pursue enforcement act ions and other.means of recourse 
The timrng of payment of invoices  ma a l s o  be 

Schools and Librar ies  Division 
Universal Service Admlnistrative Company 
Enclosures 
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A GUIDE TO THE FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 

Attached t o  this l e t t e r  w i l l  be a repor t  f o r  each E-rate funding request from your 
appl ica t ion .  We a r e  providing the following d e f i n i t i o n s .  

FUNDING REQUEST NUMBER FRN): A Funding Request Number i s  a s s i  ned by the SLD t o  each 
t o  reDort t o  Applicants and Service Providers the s t a t u s  of individual  discount fundina 
Block 5 of your Form 47 f once an appl icat ion has been processes. This number i s  used 
reque'sts submitted on a Form 471. - 
N N D I N C  STATUS: 
o r  "AS Yet Unfunded. 

Each FRN will have one of th ree  d e f i n i t i o n s :  "Funded," "Not Funded," 

1.  An FRN t h a t  i s  "Funded" w i l l  be approved a t  the l e v e l  t h a t  SLD determined i s  
appropriate  f o r  t h a t  item. The funding l e v e l  w i l l  genera l ly  be the  leve l  
requested unless the  SLD determmes during the appl ica t ion  review process t h a t  
some adjustment i s  appropriate .  

2 An F R N  t h a t  i s  "Not Funded" i s  o n e , f o r  which no funds w i l J  be committed. 
reason foF; the  decis ion w i l l  be b r i e f l y  explained i n  t h e  

'Funding Commitment Decision lana t ion .  An FRN may be Not Funded" because 
the  request does not  comply ,wid program , r u l e s ,  o r  because the  t o t a l  amount of 
funds i n  the  Universal Service Fund was l n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  fund a l l  requests .  

The 
Funding Commitment 

e c i s i o n ,  and amplif icat ion of t h a t  e x p l p a t i o n  may be of ie red  i n  the  sec t ion ,  

3. A n  F R N  t h a t  i s  "As Yet Unfunded" r e f l e c t s  a tempora s t a t u s  t h a t  i s  a s s i  ned t o  
an FRN when the SLD is uncertain a t  the  time the 1ene.r  is aenerated wheder  -_ _ _  ~~ 

t h e r e  w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  funds t o  make commitments f o r  r e q u i s t s  f o r  i n t e r n a l  
connections a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  discount  l e v e l .  For exam l e ,  i f  your appl icat ion 
included requests f o r  discounts on both telecommunicafions serv ices  and i n t e r n a l  
connections, ou m i  h t  receive a l e t t e r  with our funding commitment f o r  your. 
telecommunicaiions qunding req#ests  and a message t h a t  your i n t e r n a l  connections 
requests  a r e  A s  Yet Unfunded. 
regarding the funding decis ion on your i n t e r n a l  connections requests .  

You would receive a subsequent l e t t e r ( s )  

SERVICES ORDERED: The type of se rv ice  ordered from the serv ice  provider,  as  shown on 
Form 471. 

SPIN (Service Provider I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Number): A unique number assigned by the  
Universal Service Administrative Company t o  serv ice  providers seeking payment from 
the Universal Service Fund f o r  a r t i c i  a t i n  i n  the universa l  se rv ice  support 
programs. 
payment. 
SERVICE PROVIDER NAME: The l e g a l  name of the serv ice  provider 

A SPIN i s  a l s o  used eo v e r i  F 9  y de ivery of se rv ices  and t o  arrange f o r  

CONTRACT N U M B E R :  The number of the  cont rac t  between the  e l i g i b l e  par ty  a n d , t h e  
serv ice  provider.  
Form 471. 

This w i l l  be present  only i f  a cont rac t  number was provided on 

BILLING ACCOUNT NUMBER: The account number t h a t  your s e r v i c e  provider has es tabl ished 
w i t h  you f o r  b i l l i n g  urposes. This w i l l  be present only i f  a B i l l i n g  Account Number 
was provided on Form f 7 1 .  
EARLIEST POSSIBLE EFFECTIVE DATE OF DISCOUNT: The f i r s t  poss ib le  d a t e  of se rv ice  f o r  
which t h e  SLD w i l l  reimburse serv ice  providers f o r  the discounts  f o r  the  serv ice .  

CONTRACT EXPIRATION DATE: The d a t e  the  contract  expi res .  
i f  a cont rac t  expirat ion d a t e  was provided on Form 471. 

This w i l l  be present  only 

SITE IDENTIFIER: The Ent i ty  Number J i s t e d  i n  Form 471, Block 5 ,  Item 22a w i l l  be 
l i s t e d .  This w i l l  appear only f o r  s i t e  specif ic"  FRNs.  
PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT:,Amount i n  Form 471, Block 5 ,  Item 23, Column I ,  as  determined 
through the  appl icat ion review process.  
DISCOUNT PERCENTAGE APPROVED BY THE SLD: This  is the  discount rate  that  the SLD has 
approved f o r  this s e r v i c e .  
FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION:  This represents  the t o t a l  amount of fundin t h a t  the  SLD 
has reserved t o  reimburse serv ice  providers f o r  the approved discounts !or t h i s  
se rv ice  through June 30, 2002. I t  i s  important t h a t  you and t h e , s e r v i c e  rovider 
both recognize t h a t  the  SLD should be invoiced and the SLD may d i r e c t  disEursement 
of discounts  only f o r  e l i g i b l e ,  approved services  a c t u a l l y  rendered. 
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P I N G  CoMMImENT DECISION PPLANATION: This entry may amplify the  comments in t h e  
Funding Commitment Decision area. 
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" D I N G  COMMITMENT REPORT 

Telecommunications 

Form 471 Applicat ion Number: 266209 
Funding Request Number: 673710 Funding S ta tus :  Funded 
Services  Ordered: Telecommunications Serv lce  
SPIN: 143004824 Service  Provider Name: BellSouth 
Contract  Number: 950-TL-01-0913-93-00 
B i l l i n g  Account Number: 352 955-2999 
E a r l i e s t  Poss ib l e  E f f e c t i v e  Date of Discount: 07/01/2001 

Exf i ra t ion  Date: 07 30 2003 
Pre-Discoun Amount: $147.14 $ 4  .I 
Contract  
Discount Percenta  e Approved b t h e  SLD: 64 
Funding Commitmen? Decis ion:  $84,174:54 - & a proved; modified b SLD 
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The esrimated o n e - t q e  anx/or monthly charge 
was changed t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  documentation provided by t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  
Funding Request Number: 673716 Funding, S t a t u s :  Funded 
Services  Ordered: Telecommunications Serv ice  
SPIN: 143004824 Service  Provider Name: BellSouth Telecommunications 
Contract  Number: T 
B i l l i n g  Account Number: 352 495-2111 
E a r l i e s t  Poss ib le  E f f e c t i v e  Date of Discount: 07/01/2001 
Contract  i r a t i o n  Date: 06 30/2002 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 64% 
Funding Commitmen? Decis ion:  $1,678.62 - ERN approved a s  submitted 

Funding Request Number: 673718 Funding S t a t u s :  Funded 
Services  Ordered: Telecommunications Serv lce  
SPIN: 143001440 Service  Provider Name: A l l t e l  F lo r ida  Inc .  
Contract  Number: T 
B i l l i n g  Account Number: N / A  
E a r l i e s t  Poss ib le  Ef fec t ive  Date of Discount:  07/01/2001 
Contract  i r a t i o n  Date: 06/30/2002 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 64 

Funding Request Number: 673722 Funding,Status:  Funded 
Serv ices  Ordered: Telecommunications Serv ice  
SPIN: 143009799 Service  Provider  Name: Ci ty  of Ca inesv i l l e ,Ca inesv i  

Pre-Discoun "e' Amount: $2,622. i 4  

~. 

Fh approved a s  submitted 
Pre-Discoun "e. Amount: $24,571.32 
Funding Commitmen? Decision: $ Y 5,725.64 - 

Contract  Number: 00016318-01-3 
B i l l i n g  Account Number: 00016318-01-3 
E a r l i e s t  Poss ib le  E f f e c t i v e  Date of Discount:  07/01/2001 . .  Contract  i r a t i o n  Date: 06 30 2003 
P r e - D i s c o 3  .Amount: S170.184.7~ 
D i s c o G t ~ P e r c e n t a - ~ e  Approved b t h e  SLD 
Funding Commitmen? Decis ion:  $108,917.6i %N approved a s  submitted 
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" D I N G  COMMITMENT REPORT 
Form 471 Applicat ion Number: 266209 
Funding Request Number: 732221 Funding.Status:  Funded 
Se rv ices  Ordered: Telecommunications Serv ice  
SPIN: 143004824 Serv ice  Provider  Nam Cont rac t  Number: BBS-FIRN-NF97 
Billing Account Number: 352 373-5192 
Earliest Poss ib le  Ef fec t ive  Date of Discount:  07/01/2001 
Cont rac t  i r a t i o n  Date: 12/31/2002 

'% approved a s  
Discount Percenta e Approved b 
Funding Commitmen? Decision: $&?,538.11 - 
Pre-Discoun 9' Amount: $82,090.80 

t h e  SLD: 

le: BellSouth 

submitted 

Te I .ecommun i c a t i o n s  

Funding Request Number: 732222 Funding.Status:  Funded 
Serv ices  Ordered: Telecommunications Serv ice  
SPIN: 143004824 
Contract  Number: BBS-FIRN-FN-97 
B i l l i n g  Account Number: 352-373-5192 
E a r l i e s t  Poss ib le  Ef fec t ive  Date of Discount:  07,401/2001 
Pre-Discoun T' Amount: $22,723.20 
Discount Percenta e Approved b t h e  SLD: 64 
Funding Connitmen? Decision : $14,542.85 - E& approved a s  submitted 

Serv ice  Provider  Name: BellSouth Te lecommun~s~ t ions  

Cont rac t  i r a t i o n  Date: 12/31/2002 .. 
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